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Edith K. Roosevelt
Why Is U.S.
Harassing
‘Invaders’?

hve with J. Walter Thompson 1
Varaaa: Oscar Mestre of Miami
4 craduate of Choate and Y al ¢
family owred CMQ, the bigl
~t TV netwark in Cuba, and Nin

. the daring guerrilla command
whao fought Batista and then Cash

vxcaping from a Castro jail t

N

co<ttmie  the fight for Cuban free
BRIV
On o April 1L, 1962, the CIA pu

hese men out to sca {rom Key West]
la . in an 8-knot Liberty ship, the
Manta Ana. The Cubans were tolg
hey would be met by the under
round chlef, Tico Herrera, and his

MIantn CUSIOPTS T a ety Frocee
fiscated at sunpaint « World War 11
Wane beloneing to two Americans
who fly 1eafiet vaids over © uba.

The plane, an unarmed Bearcat
IS, helongs to pilet William John-
on of Fort Louvderdale, Fla, and
New York TV veporter Alex
IRorke Ji
“Tron’t

e

HERHES lasophy tc me.”
customs agent Wallace Shanley was
quoted as saving after the pair pro
tosted that Shenley did not have @
lcourt arder for the federal govern
ment's seizure of their plane oo
Oct. 26,

Cusi
were seizing e
of illegal export.
are now trving o
pl«mo through the courts
this Alloy(:} and arbitrary seizure
an one af arassments they
yave sufjerad

oo s authorities said they
nlare on suspicion
Rovke and Johnson
recover their
They list

tian as et af the U5, Free-
dam Figl croup dedicated 10
fherating Jlubhs byoarms and {ree

Jance raids

a reason why the
Frecdom Fighters ave a special jre
vitant ta those i poswer thir {oute
dation offi- F s and professers of ot
no-win © o oot oaoa ¢ government. Iy
cludnd o Frecdon: pighteds
are a grovy of fuboss whe were 8.
paldn'w: b sos oo persons high
in the Wi LoAadministration onoan
tutite suicide mission during vt h e
ahorted Coba,y avasion attempt
Tant swpring, Their story, which in-
i s freedom Fightevs are
publivizing 5 taliks to different
groups, is as lodows:

Defore the Cuban invasion t h e
Central Intelligence Agency rounded
up an elite of 138 voung American-
educated Cubans whose background

There may be

tential leaders of a free Cuba, They

s the sdministeas

]
and educaticn qualified them as po-

nen at the mouth of the Mocambd
Fiver in southera Oriente province
b few miles east of Guantanamo
3ut two days earlier Herrera and
ix of his men were incapacitated
rom  injuries recefved when somgd
1y namite caps expioded at Guantan
:mo naval base where they werd
ving briefed for conrdinated action)
Frarely, this incident must have been
[rown to the high State Department
piiicials and others involved In pland
pine the Cuban operation

Thus, on April 13, when the plucky
and of Cubans arrived at the mouth|
¢t the Mocambo there were no und
{erground fighters ashore to greet
fhem and guide them to safety, For-
Tmately, their advance patrol boat|
{iruck a reef which had not heen
harted or the map fucnished them
iy CIA. The delay enabled them to)
iscover betore landlng that some
000 Castro troops were by eaincid
ciice” wialting foi them on the
cach,

Orders from the

White House halt-
4 action hy 3.0 combatready Ma-
Nines stationed at Vieques, 13000
larine and Army troops who were|
k. 'and on the northeyn coast of the
Yornzag, the  Marme  forces  at

vlantanaimn who were 1o titke Sin-
H the sceond laroest city in

and 2B U a1 ships
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included such men ay Rod Portuon- if/
do, a ;,1[)(‘\1(\1(* af 12 xeter nnd Pr‘in(‘e-
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